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to convince the North Koreans to disarm, at 
least abandon their nuclear ambitions—nu-
clear weapons ambitions. And we had good 
progress in Bangkok. And there’s going to 
be a series of these statements that I guess 
are trying to stand up to the five nations that 
are now united in convincing North Korea 
to disarm. And my only reaction is we’ll con-
tinue to send the very clear message to the 
North Koreans. The good news is that there’s 
other nations besides America now sending 
the message. 

Q. [Inaudible]—is that helping the cli-
mate? 

President Bush. Launching missiles into 
the sea? No, of course, not. Look, the guy, 
he—we’ll determine whether he’s serious or 
not. He wanted to have dialog; we’re having 
dialog. And he wanted a security agreement, 
and we’re willing to advance a multiparty se-
curity agreement, assuming that he is willing 
to abandon his nuclear weapons designs and 
programs. And we’ll just stay the course. 

Wait a minute, you’re crowding out the 
host press. This is unbelievable. [Laughter] 
This is unilateralism at its worst. I’ve never 
heard—[laughter]—two and two, Stretch. 
Sorry. 

President’s Visit 
Q. Mr. President——
President Bush. Yes. 
Q. ——what is the message you would like 

to convey to the Indonesian people with this 
3-hour visit, the shortest one that you make 
among the six-nation visit in this journey? 

President Bush. Yes, well, first of all, it’s 
been a—it might not have been very long, 
but it’s been very productive. And my mes-
sage is, thank you for the hospitality, and 
thank you for the wonderful exchange we’ve 
had with the President. 

I’m traveling to a lot of countries in a very 
quick period of time, and I appreciate the 
fact that the Indonesian Government was 
able to accommodate my desires to come 
here. And we’ve got a lot in common. We 
both appreciate democracy. We both care 
about trade so that our nations can prosper. 
We both care about educating people so that 
children have a chance to succeed in life. We 
both love freedom, and we both want the 

world to be peaceful. And we had a great 
exchange along those lines. 

So my message to the Indonesian people 
is, thank you very much for the warm hospi-
tality. And I want to thank the President for 
the warm hospitality as well. 

Thank you all very much. That’s it. 
President Megawati. That’s it? 
President Bush. Unless you want to keep 

answering questions. [Laughter] I’ll stay here 
as long as you want to. 

President Megawati. No——
President Bush. You want to? Okay. 

[Laughter] 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
2:12 p.m. at Bali International Airport. In his re-
marks, President Bush referred to Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs Jack 
Straw of the United Kingdom; Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Dominique de Villepin of France; Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Joschka Fischer of Germany; 
and Chairman Kim Chong-il of North Korea. A 
portion of these remarks could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and the Republic 
of Indonesia 
October 22, 2003

President George W. Bush and President 
Megawati Soekarnoputri today reaffirmed a 
new era of cooperation between two of the 
world’s largest democracies and reviewed the 
shared values and common challenges that 
join them in friendship. They welcomed the 
excellent progress in implementing the Joint 
Statement of September 19, 2001. They also 
expressed satisfaction that the relationship 
between their two democracies continues to 
grow and strengthen. President Megawati 
emphasized the importance of President 
Bush’s visit. 

President Bush expressed the strong sup-
port of the United States for Indonesia’s 
democratic transition and reforms, and wel-
comed Indonesia’s progress toward becom-
ing a mature and stable democracy. Both 
Presidents agreed that, as the most populous 
majority-Muslim nation, Indonesia is a pow-
erful example that democracy and Islam can 
go hand in hand. 
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President Bush noted Indonesia’s substan-
tial economic recovery in recent years and 
pledged to support continued economic de-
velopment as Indonesia successfully ends its 
program with the IMF at the end of this year. 
President Bush praised President Megawati’s 
commitment to continue to press forward 
with difficult economic reforms, combat 
graft, and improve the investment climate. 
The two Presidents agreed that the long-
standing trade and investment ties between 
their two countries have shown the benefits 
of an open trading system to Indonesia’s de-
velopment. The United States is the top mar-
ket for Indonesia’s non-oil and gas exports, 
and U.S. companies are major investors in 
Indonesia. 

President Bush and President Megawati 
reaffirmed that military reform is an impor-
tant element of Indonesia’s transition to a 
mature and stable democracy. The two Presi-
dents agreed that normal military relations 
are in the interest of both countries and 
agreed to continue working toward that ob-
jective. President Megawati welcomed U.S. 
support for her efforts to foster proper civil-
military relations in the form of International 
Military Education and Training (IMET) and 
Regional Defense Counter Terrorism Fel-
lowships. Both Presidents agreed on the 
need to improve civil-military relations and 
stressed the importance of observing human 
rights. Both Presidents welcomed the suc-
cessful convening of the first Indonesia-
United States Security Dialogue in Jakarta 
in April 2002. They agreed that the second 
dialogue would be held in Washington, D.C. 
early next year. 

The two Presidents expressed their sorrow 
over the killing of two Americans and one 
Indonesian by unknown gunmen near 
Timika, Papua in August 2002. They noted 
that the joint investigation between the Indo-
nesian police, the Armed Forces, and the 
FBI is proceeding well, and reaffirmed their 
shared commitment to find the murderers 
and bring them to justice, whoever they may 
be. 

President Bush praised the Government of 
Indonesia for recent successes in their war 
on terror, including the arrest and prosecu-
tion of those responsible for the Bali bomb-
ings, and focused efforts to dismantle the ter-

rorist networks. Agreeing that terrorism 
poses a continued threat to international 
peace and security, the two Presidents com-
mitted to enhance their bilateral cooperation 
in the fight against terrorism, including 
through capacity-building and sharing of in-
formation. 

Both Presidents denounced the linking of 
terrorism with religion. The two Presidents 
agreed that there could be no justification 
for terrorist attacks against innocent civilians. 
They stressed that terrorism is a violation of 
the true teachings of all religions, and agreed 
to work together to promote inter-faith dia-
logue in their respective countries and 
abroad. President Bush underscored that the 
war on terrorism is not in any way a war on 
Islam and expressed great admiration and re-
spect for Indonesia’s long history of religious 
tolerance and moderate Islamic thought. 

President Bush announced a new six-year, 
$157 million program designed to support 
Indonesia’s efforts to improve the quality of 
education in its schools. This initiative seeks 
to strengthen both basic and higher edu-
cation by supporting parents, local govern-
ments, and Muslim organizations in their ef-
forts to give Indonesian students the tools 
they need to compete in the global economy. 

President Bush emphasized strong support 
for Indonesia’s territorial integrity and na-
tional unity. He asserted that a united, stable, 
prosperous, and democratic Indonesia could 
be a model of a successful democratic transi-
tion for the world. President Bush reiterated 
that the United States opposes secessionist 
movements in any part of Indonesia, and calls 
on separatist groups in Aceh and Papua to 
pursue the redress of their grievances 
through peaceful political means. He further 
expressed the hope that the Indonesian Gov-
ernment would continue a political process 
based on Special Autonomy in dealing with 
those grievances. President Bush com-
mended the Indonesian Government’s ef-
forts to resolve communal conflicts through 
law enforcement that respects human rights, 
dialogue, and reconciliation. 

Both Presidents expressed deep concern 
regarding the ongoing terrorism and violence 
in the Middle East, which has claimed the 
lives of far too many innocent civilians. They 
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expressed strong support for the vision ar-
ticulated by President Bush on June 24, 
2002, of an independent, sovereign and via-
ble Palestinian state living in peace and secu-
rity side by side with a secure Israel. Both 
Presidents agreed that all parties share a re-
sponsibility to bring about a just and com-
prehensive peace, and that ending violence 
must be the highest priority. 

President Bush, accompanied by President 
Megawati, also met Islamic leaders KH 
Hasyim Muzadi, Dr. Syafi’i Ma’arif, and Dr. 
Azyumardi Azra, as well as Christian leader 
Rev. Dr. Natan Setiabudi and Hindu leader 
Ida Pedanda Gede Made Gunung. During 
that meeting, President Bush expressed great 
respect for Indonesia’s religious tolerance, 
moderation, and commitment to democracy. 
The religious leaders briefed President Bush 
on the Indonesian Islam, as well as cultural 
and religious harmony in Indonesia. They 
also expressed their views on current events, 
such as the situation in the Middle East, Iraq, 
and Afghanistan. All agreed on the need to 
combat international terrorism. 

The two Presidents recognized that a U.S.-
Indonesia relationship based on mutual re-
spect and equitable partnership is in the na-
tional interest of both countries. They 
pledged to deepen and strengthen this im-
portant relationship and to work together to 
promote global peace and prosperity. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Interview With the White House 
Press Pool 
October 22, 2003

The President. What I thought I would 
do is just——

Q. On the record? 
The President. Yes, on the record. I 

thought I would just give you some observa-
tions of this trip and then answer some ques-
tions. Just first observation is that we have 
worked hard to build up good bilateral rela-
tions in the Far East. And the—part of the 
purpose of the trip is to continue to foster 
those relations. 

It struck me as interesting that the United 
States now has got good enough relations 

with both—with countries like Japan and 
South Korea and China to effect policy which 
helps our mutual security and our econ-
omy—and economy. I think that’s a very 
positive development. 

The most notable example of where that 
is taking—where it is helping is in North 
Korea. When I visited with Hu Jintao, I spent 
a lot of time talking about North Korea, our 
mutual desire to effect change with Kim 
Chong-il. And it was a very positive discus-
sion. But I also had the very same discussion 
with Koizumi and President Roh. I men-
tioned it to Vladimir. I didn’t have a bilateral 
with Vladimir Putin, but I did talk to him 
about it in passing. 

My point is, is that by working hard to es-
tablish good relations on a lot of fronts, when 
a common problem arises, we can effect the 
solution in a positive way. I know you asked 
me, Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters], about 
the North Korean reaction. I didn’t exactly 
see what official said it. But I—what I hope 
my answer conveyed to you in public there 
was that this requires a degree of patience, 
because Kim Chong-il is used to being able 
to deal bilaterally with the United States. But 
the change of policy now is, is that he must 
deal with other nations, most notably China. 
And I was pleased with my discussions with 
Hu Jintao, about his—reaffirming his mutual 
desire—or his desire, which is our mutual 
goal, that Kim Chong-il disarm. He realizes 
that it’s a problem. 

We discussed the security guarantees, 
what form they may come in. I made it very 
clear, obviously—I said this during the pool 
spray there—that a treaty is not going to hap-
pen, but there are other ways to effect on 
paper what I have said publicly—we have no 
intention of invading. Obviously, any guar-
antee would be conditional on Kim Chong-
il doing what he hopefully will say he’ll do, 
which is to get rid of his nuclear weapons 
programs. 

The APEC summit was positive. I mean, 
one of the things that’s very important—the 
two things that came out of that, although 
evidently didn’t get equal emphasis, but they 
were equally emphasized by all parties, was, 
one, the need to get the Doha Round of trade 
going again. This was really one of the first 
official meetings of a group of countries after 
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